Minutes  
April 15, 2026 - Recreation Commission Meeting

 	
1. Attendees: Carolyn George, Sean McDonnell, Mark Dahn, Ed Kingsley, Mike D’Aquila
· Public – Joe Iadanza, Steve Hughes, Ryan Larson

2. Meeting start: 6:30 pm

3. Meeting Minutes Approval:
· February – Motion to Approve: Ed Kingsley		Second: Mark Dahn
· All in favor
· March – Motion to Approve: Ed Kingsley		Second: Mark Dahn
· All in favor

4. Financials Approval: 
· February – Motion to Approve: Mike D’Aquila	Second: Ed Kingsley
· All in favor
· March – Motion to Approve: Mike D’Aquila		Second: Mark Dahn
· All in favor
· Carolyn/Ed to schedule a meeting with Megan in finance department to review accounts.

5. Fields & Parks:
· Playground Equipment repairs
· Parts ordered – expected delivery April 27
· Installation tentatively scheduled for mid-May
· Baseball/Softball
· DPW grooming fields daily
· Clay purchased in March
· Baseball/softball seasons in full swing
· Feedback on town maintained fields have been all positive.
· Sansone in need of attention by the county
· County is installing a batting cage between Fields 1 & 2.
· Lower Columbia Project:
· Project passed Planning Board vote
· Recommendation added that approval from Recreation Commission be obtained.
· Question as to whether it is recommended or required.
· Areas of concern remain:
· Vandalism prevention
· Maintenance
· Utility cost 

6. Tennis/Pickleball:
· Lighting Repairs:
· Working with Kennith Marshall Electric and building department to locate the “as built” boxes.
· Ken will locate the problem
· Lower Court refurbishment
· Ryan from Classic Turf met with Tom Solfaro two weeks ago.
· Measured the courts, took pictures, etc.
· Ryan will provide a quotation ASAP.
· Water Fountain
· Carolyn spoke with Liza.  She recommended that “Friends of Berkeley Heights Recreation Commission” provide the funding to the BH Rec Trust to purchase the water fountain.  Rec department would purchase the water fountain directly.
· Carolyn asked Liza if she would follow up with “Friends of” about granting the funds to the Rec trust ASAP to move the project forward.

7. Grants:
· LRIG grant for $150,000 was not approved
· 2020 and 2023 Union County Kids Rec grants still to be used for tennis court refurbishment

8. Rec Programming
· Summer Camp – 120 registered
· Residents can pay for camp up until the night before camp begins, so they usually wait until the last minute
· Preschool Camp – all weeks are full except one.
· Counselor-in-training program – 15 applications/responses (volunteer position)
· Teen Scene – 
· Week 1 – 100 students registered, 2 buses chartered through Z21 – First Student
· Weeks 2-5 – one bus leased with a hired driver.  Passaic Valley Charter prices much higher
· Working on getting college students/teachers to chaperone

9. Seniors:
· Senior Luncheons: 
· fantastic turnout for April 10 (135 attendees) catered by Hop-Hing
· Next luncheon scheduled for June 12.  DiMaio’s will be catering

10.   Public Comments
· Joe Iadanze had attended the Planning Board meeting regarding the Lower Columbia project.
· Joe provided a summary of his questions and board responses
· A full transcript of the BH Planning Board meeting can be found on the township website.

11. Miscellaneous:
· Agreed to schedule an intermediate meeting


Motion to adjourn meeting at 7:30 – Motion - Mark Dahn, 2nd – Ed Kingsley, All in favor
