Township of Berkeley Heights
Union County, NJ
Recreation Commission
June 17, 2026 – Meeting Minutes


1. Meeting Called to Order: 6:35pm

2. Roll Call: 
· Commission members present:
· Sean McDonnell, Mark Dahn, Ed Kingsley, Mike D’Aquila
· Staff Present:
· Carolyn George
· Members of the Public:
· Steve Hughes
· Joe Iadanza

3. Meeting Minutes Approval:
· May 27, 2026 – Motion to Approve: Ed Kingsley	Second: Mike D’Aquila
· Mike D’Aquila – Yes
· Mark Dahn – Yes
· Ed Kingsley – Yes
· Sean McDonnell - Yes

4. Financials Approval: 
· May – Motion to Approve: Mark Dahn	Second: Ed Kingsley
· Mike D’Aquila – Yes
· Mark Dahn – Yes
· Ed Kingsley – Yes
· Sean McDonnell - Yes

5. Fields & Parks:
· Baseball/Softball
· PAL Baseball commissioner inquired about watering the baseball fields due to the excessive heat and dry conditions.
· We currently do not have access to water at the school fields (MKM, Hughes, Mountain Park, Woodruff)
· Investigate using Pro-Choice sand mix to soften the infield
· Identify components used in mix
· Contact CJ Hendricks (AD) and/or the BOE business administrator for input.
· Lower Columbia:
· Tree removal/pruning around playground camp area
· Downes coming 6/18-6/19
· Township contract
· Fence Repairs:
· Push Campano to complete repairs before the start of camp
· Investigate as possible insurance claim as damage was caused during recent storm.
· Snyder:
· Overall lack of up keep – weeds/grass tall along fence line, leaves/debris piled up in corners of both fields
· County responded to complaint by resident and Carolyn
· Repairs and overall up keep will be addressed by county
· Continue to monitor conditions at Snyder and Passaic River Park

6. Tennis/Pickleball:
· Lighting Repairs:
· Completed in 2 days
· Minimal disturbance to the asphalt and grounds
· Lower Court refurbishment
· Sean to follow up on alternative construction companies
· Alcar Tennis Court Construction – Newton, NJ
· Investigate grants through the USTA
· Sean to speak with Liza about other grant opportunities
· Post-Tension design preferred construction method
· Water Fountain
· Carolyn met with Triano Plumbing for a quotation
· Need to switch to a wall mount style fountain
· Mike will investigate models
· Model choice to be sent to Triano Plumbing for feedback
· Practice Wall needs to be painted
· Investigate best type of paint

7. Grants:
· Union County Kids Recreation Trust Grant – look into the application deadline for 2027 submission
· Memorial Park Playground Canopies primary project for funding

8. Rec Programming
· Summer Camp
· Current registration – 320 
· Teen Scene
· All weeks fully booked

9. Seniors:
· Senior Luncheon – 6/12
· 116 registered
· 135 total attendance

10.   Miscellaneous:
· July meeting rescheduled for Tuesday, July 28, 2026 at 6:30pm

11. Adjounment:
· Motion: Mark Dahn	Second: Ed Kinglsey
· Mike D’Aquila – Yes
· Mark Dahn – Yes
· Ed Kinglsey – Yes
· Sean McDonnell – Yes
· Meeting adjourned at approximately 8:30pm
